
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SIX MONTHS AFTER PRESIDENT OBAMA’S SPEECH IN CAIRO 
Inaugural Meeting of 

The Arab Global Forum 

The Arab World in a New Global Context: 

Challenges, Choices and Opportunities 

Mandarin Oriental, Washington, D.C.  7‐8 December 2009 

List of confirmed speakers as of 12.01.09:  
 
Dalia Ashmawi, Cairo Bureau Chief, CNBC Arabia, Egypt  
 
Adel Abdellatif, Chief of the Regional Programme Division, Regional Bureau for Arab States, UNDP, 
Lebanon 
 
Adnan AbdulAziz Al Bahar, Chairman & Managing Director, The International Investor Company, Kuwait  
 
Masood Ahmed, Director, Middle East and Central Asia Department, IMF, United States  
 
Sven Behrendt, Associate Scholar, Middle East Center, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
United States  
 
Akil Beshir, Chairman and CEO, Telecom Egypt, Egypt  
 
Jan Bladen, Chief Operating Officer & Director of Risk Management & Special Projects, Dubai Financial 
Services Authority, United Arab Emirates  
 
Elizabeth Bradley, Professor of Public Health, Division of Health Policy & Administration; Director, 
Health Management Program and Director, Global Health Initiative, Yale University, United States 
 
Raffaello Cervigni, Regional Coordinator, Climate Change, Sustainable Development Sector Department, 
Middle East and North Africa Region, World Bank, United States  
 
Addilyn Chams‐Eddine, Senior International Investment Specialist, Invest in America, United States  
 
Jim Clancy, News Anchor, CNN International, United States  
 
C. Daniel Clemente, Chairman & CEO, Clemente Development Company, United States  
 
Sandy Climan, President, Entertainment Media Ventures Inc., United States  
 
Jeff Cushman, Executive Managing Director, Cushman & Wakefield, United States  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Juan Jose Daboub, Managing Director, the World Bank, United States  
 
Adel Danish, Chairman and CEO, Xceed, Egypt  
 
Mazen Darwazah, Chairman and CEO, Hikma Pharmaceuticals, Jordan  
 
Rajib Das, CEO, Octagonal Capital, United States 
 
Raghav Das Muhandra, Director of Simplex Projects Limited, India 
  
Florence Eid, Managing Director, Passport Capital, United Kingdom  
 
Stuart E. Eizenstat, Head of International Trade and Finance, Covington & Burling, United States  
 
William Fallon, USN Admiral (Ret.), Robert E. Wilhelm Fellow, MIT Center for International Studies, MIT, 
United States  
  
Jeffrey D. Feltman, Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Near Eastern, United States 
 
James A. Fetgatter, Chief Executive, Association of Foreign Investors in Real Estate (AFIRE), United 
States 
 
Abderrahim Foukara, Washington Bureau Chief, Aljazeera Satellite Channel, United States 
 
Farah Foustok, Chief Executive Officer, ING Investment Management Middle East, United Arab Emirates  
 
Shafik Gabr, Chairman and Managing Director, Artoc Group for Investment and Development, Egypt 
 
Shafeeq Ghabra, Professor of Political Science, Kuwait University, Kuwait  
 
Edward W. Gnehm, Jr., Kuwait Professor of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Affairs, George Washington 
University; U.S. Executive Committee Member, National U.S.‐Arab Chamber of Commerce & U.S. 
Ambassador to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (2001‐2004), United States  
 
Stephen R. Grand, Fellow and Director, U.S. Relations with the Islamic World, The Brookings Institution, 
Unites States  

Krishna Guha, US Economics Editor, the Financial Times, United States 
 
Ali Eldin Helal, Professor, Faculty of Economics & Political Science, Cairo University and Member, 
National Democratic Party, Egypt  
 
Robert Hormats, Under Secretary of State for Economy, Energy and Agricultural Affairs, United States  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michael C. Hudson, Director of the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies and Professor of International 
Relations, Georgetown University, United States  
 
Khaled Kanaan, Chairman & CEO, Mideast Joint Capital Co. Jordan 
 
Karim Kawar, President, Kawar Group and Former Jordanian Ambassador to the United States, Jordan  
 
Riz Khan, Anchor, Al Jazeera English Chanel, United States   
 
Robert Kocher, MD, Special Assistant to the President, National Economic Council, United States  
 
Ray La Hood, Secretary of Transportation, United States  
 
Al Larson, Senior International Policy Advisor, Covington & Burling, United States 
 
Robert Lawrence, Albert L. Williams Professor of International Trade and Investment, Mossavar‐
Rahmani Center for Business and Government, Harvard Kennedy School, United States  
 
Linda Lorimer, Vice President and Secretary, Yale University, United States 
 
David Marchick, Managing Director and Global Head of Regulatory Affairs, The Carlyle Group, United 
States 
 
Carol McDermott, CEO, Manhattan MBA, United States 
 
Marwan Muasher, Senior Vice President External Affairs, World Bank and Former Jordanian 
Ambassador to the United States, United States   
 
Moises Naim, Editor‐in‐Chief, Foreign Policy Magazine, United States  
 
Hilda Ochoa‐Brillembourg, Founding President and CEO, Strategic Investment Group, United States  
 
Nicholas Parker, Co‐Founder and Executive Chairman, Cleantech Group, United States 
 
Clyde Prestowitz, President Economic Strategy Institute, United States  
 
Nick J. Rahall, II, United States Congressman from West Virginia, United States 
 
Aamir Rehman, Head of Strategy, Fajr Capital and author Gulf Capital and Islamic Finance: The Rise of 
the New Global Players”, United States  
 
Sameh El‐Saharty, MD, MPH, Senior Health Policy Specialist MENA, World Bank, United States 
 
Abdel Moneim El Said, Chairman of the Board, Al‐Ahram Foundation, Egypt  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sahar El‐Salab, Assistant to the Minister for Development and Investment in Internal Trade, Ministry of 
Investment, Egypt  
 
Edward Schiff, Managing Partner, Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP, United States 
 
Jean‐François Seznec, Visiting Associate Professor, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown 
University & Managing Partner of the Lafayette Group LLC, United States 
 
Ali Al Shihabi, Founder and Executive Chairman, Rasmala Investment Bank, United Arab Emirates  
 
Frederic Sicre, Executive Director, Abraaj Capital, United Arab Emirates 
 
Sameh Shoukry, Egyptian Ambassador to the United States, Egypt  
 
Donald Upson, Founder & Managing Partner, ICG Government, United States  
 
Robert Wexler, United States Congressman from Florida and Senior Member of the House Committee 
on Foreign Relations, United States  
 
Martin Whittaker, Director, MissionPoint Capital Partners, United States  
 
Daniel  Yergin, Chairman, IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates, United States  
 
Hesham Youssef, Chief of the Cabinet of the Secretary General of the League of Arab States 
 
James Zogby, President, Arab American Institute, United States  
 
Sherif Ali Zubi, Chairman, Ali Sharif Zu’bi Advocates & Legal Consultants and Former Minister of Trade 
and Industry, Jordan 


